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Christ Alone – Week 2 (Jesus’s Death)

The cross Shows Our Sin (SOS) and Shows Our Savior (SOS).
Mark 15:1-15
1 Corinthians 1:18
Colossians 2:16

Give any Campus-Specific Announcements
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This game should help students get to know more people in the group! There are three fill in the blank questions. With each question, students find 2 new people to share their answers with. There is no score and there are no winners; or are we all winners? Maybe that should be question #4...

Take attendance and make sure to welcome anyone who is a first-time guest!

What was the highlight of your week?

Here’s the situation: all of the movies you own have to be traded in or given away and you can only keep one to watch for the rest of your life! What movie are you keeping and why?



[image: ]Christ Alone – Week 2 (The Cross)
March 27-28, 2021

Today, we are continuing our series called Christ Alone and we are taking a much closer look at the person of Jesus Christ. We have looked at who he was and what his ministry was about, and for the next two weeks, we are going to look at the two most important and definitive events of his life: his death and his resurrection. This week, it will be on his death; specifically his death on a cross.

In the ancient Greek and Roman world, the cross was associated with execution. Jesus was killed on a cross because it was the most excruciating type of death for a criminal and certainly the most humiliating one. I mean…can you imagine that? Everyone just sitting there and watching you die. The people watching Jesus die took it much further…they mocked him, taunted him, and beat him before they ever nailed him to a cross. Jesus was known as the Messiah by the people who followed him. These people thought it was ridiculous…”Ha! Some Messiah this guy is…he can’t even fight back or prevent his own death.”

This is Jesus in his weakest moment, right? Or is it?

Many of you may be familiar with the musical or movie called Les Miserables (pronounced Lay Miz-er-obb). For those of you who DO NOT like musicals, there is a non-musical version and it is a great film! The main character is a man named Jean Valjean (pronounced “John Val-John”). Valjean is a criminal who is released on parole after several years in prison. He has nowhere to go, no money, and is starving. A priest and his wife take him in for the night, feed him, and let him sleep there. Valjean is incredibly thankful and you would think that such an act of kindness right after he is released would cause him to start living his life differently. Check out what happens…

(Editor’s Note: “Jean Valjean” movie clip)

What a powerful act of forgiveness and love. Before we break down that scene, I want to get to our THP (which, remember, stands for Take Home Point) for this message today. In our THP I’m going to teach you two “SOS” acronyms for why Jesus’s death is important. That way, if somebody asks you why is it important that Jesus died on a cross, you can share something really simple with them. Here it is!

THP: The cross Shows Our Sin and Shows Our Savior. Just remember SOS!

Cool, now let’s go back to the movie clip we just saw. Jean Valjean’s sins were forgiven by the priest. Honestly, all of us have sinned against God and through Jesus’s death on the cross, we are forgiven. Since Jesus was the Son of God, he lived a perfect life (the life we can’t live on our own), but then took on the sins we commit and have committed and then took the punishment that we should have received. In other words, Jesus lived the life we couldn’t live and then died the death that we deserved. So, the cross…SOS…Shows Our Sin and Shows Our Savior.

When Jesus died on the cross, he wasn’t just being a martyr or someone who dies for a specific cause. He was showing us the way that God works. Just like the priest, Jesus wanted to “give us back to God.” Did you catch that line when the priest said that to him? It didn’t matter to the priest that Jean Valjean had stolen from him. He knew that Valjean was a broken man and needed to be shown grace (grace means unconditional love) and forgiveness. Jesus lived a life of forgiveness and it was on display all the way until he died.



[image: ]In the Gospel of Mark (who we talked about last week with Jairus’s story along with many others about Jesus doing miracles and telling parables), there is a story of what happened to Jesus when he was on trial shortly before his death.

Let’s read in the New testament from Mark 15:1-5 – “Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ asked Pilate. ‘You have said so,’ Jesus replied. The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, ‘Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.’ But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.

Now check out this next part…this is the part I want you guys to focus on.

Read Mark 15:6-15 – “Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. ‘Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?’ asked Pilate, knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. ‘What shall I do, then, with the one you call king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked them. ‘Crucify him!’ they shouted. ‘Why? What crime has he committed?’ asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!’ Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.”

This man, Barabbas, was a criminal. He was actually GUILTY of the very thing that Jesus is being accused of! They thought Jesus was trying to lead a rebellion against the government (not true), and yet, Barabbas is set free even though he was guilty of that very crime. We never hear what happens to Barabbas, but Jesus had a chance to defend himself and say, “Hey! I’m innocent! I didn’t do anything!” And yet he didn’t. Jesus knew that what he was about to do would allow even a guilty criminal like Barabbas to be forgiven.

Jesus eventually carried his cross all the way to this huge hill and was mocked along the way. He eventually grew so tired that an African man from Cyrene named Simon had to help Jesus carry his cross the rest of the way. When he was placed on the cross, people mocked him and made fun of him. The people thought he looked completely foolish. How could he possibly be the Son of God? A King? A Messiah? A Savior? This is what he looks like?!

In Jesus’s weakest moment, he took every sin that had ever been committed upon himself. He substituted himself for every person guilty of a crime. He substituted himself for YOU and for ME. We’ve been given a second chance. He prayed for and forgave those who killed him AS THEY WERE KILLING HIM! He gave them a second chance.

(Editor’s Note: Alexamenos worships his God – image on screen) In 1857, some graffiti was discovered on a pillar underground in the city of Rome. It is a picture of a man raising a hand up to a person hanging on a cross. The person on the cross has the body of a human, but the head of a donkey. Historians dated the picture back to 200 AD in ancient Rome (over 1800 years old!). This picture is thought to be the earliest depiction of Jesus on the cross. In Greek, the words are translated to say “Alexamenos worships his god.” Let’s put up this second image so that we can see it a little more clearly (Editor’s Note: 2nd image on screen). 



[image: ]This picture makes fun of and mocks the fact that people would worship someone who had been put to death as a criminal. How could that person be God?! He’s dead now! However, we know through Scripture that over 500 people saw Jesus after he was resurrected. Jesus died and THEN ROSE AGAIN!

1 Corinthians 1:18 –“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Colossians 2:16 –“And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross”

God forgives us! The cross may seem foolish to other people, but Christians know that it is through Jesus Christ alone and his death on the cross is what saves us. Let’s look at our THP one more time: The cross SHOWS OUR SIN and SHOWS OUR SAVIOR. Through the cross, we have been forgiven. Let me illustrate it like this…

(Editor’s Note: Do the water/iodine/bleach illustration and use the script below. For reference, type this into YouTube and it will walk you through how to do it.)

Jesus Christ willingly gave his life and died on a cross because you and I have sinned (pour iodine into water). Romans 3:23 in the New Testament says ALL of us have sinned in some way or another. However, since Jesus Christ died as a perfect man…a perfect sacrifice…it washed away all the sins you and I have ever done and will ever do (pour bleach into iodine water). Even though Jesus was fully God, he was also fully human. He was tempted to sin and disobey God just like you and me…except sin never made an impact on Him (pour iodine into bleach). His death and perfect sacrifice showed us God’s unconditional love and because of that, God doesn’t see us by our sin – how we disobey him, our weaknesses, the times we don’t believe in Him. Instead, He sees Jesus as a perfect Savior…someone who was willing to give His life for all of the lost sheep just so He could rejoice when those people decided to come back and follow Him! (Pour the rest of the bleach into the iodine)

Many of you here have become Christians because of this very message: the message of Jesus dying on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins and saving you. It is a message that has changed your life. Maybe you’re here today and you’ve never accepted the free gift of forgiveness that Jesus has given you. You can have that today!

I want every head bowed and every eye closed. I’m going to close us in prayer and I want you to repeat it silently to yourself. Dear Jesus, thank you for saving me. I know that I have done things that are wrong in my life. I can’t live this life on my own. I need You. Please forgive me of my sins. I commit to follow You for the rest of my life. Thank you for loving me no matter what. I place my faith and trust in You and You alone. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

If you just said that prayer for the first time, this is your first step as a new follower of Christ. That is awesome! It is the best decision that you will ever make! I want you to do four things for me if you made that decision…
-Tell someone (family, friends, leaders)
-Text NVSNEXT to 85379
-Get a Bible (if you need one, let the student pastor at your campus know and we can get you one!)
-Get baptized during the next baptism service!

If you ever need someone to talk to, all of the leaders are available to listen to you and help you in any way that we can. Love you guys! Have a great discussion and a great week!



[image: ]Closing Small Group Questions
(Also in Playlister)

What was the THP today and why was that important during the message?

If someone at school asked you, “Why did Jesus die on the cross?” what would you say?

Explain what the illustration teaches us in your own words

How will the THP help you to live differently this week? Try to think of a specific example.

How can this group pray for you this week?



Congratulate those students who made a first-time decision to follow Jesus today! Let them know that this community at Northview Students can be a great support system for them as they begin their journey!

After your group is finished with the discussion questions, close your group in prayer.


[image: ]-Some Bibles for students to share during group discussion
-Pen/paper for SOAP study (optional)
-Playlister material
Playlister (if needed)
Pro Presenter
-AppleTV with the Playlister app or simply access the Playlister material on the Northview Church website: www.northviewchurch.us
-Pro Presenter
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