Baggage Week 4 - Haggai
Series Road Map

Series Overview: 
(Check Series Road Map)

Grab the Room (Intro):
A day in the life of a student.

Tension (What’s the Struggle):
We struggle to follow through on prioritizing God.

Text (+ Supporting Text):
Haggai 1:2-6
Haggai 1:7-9
Deuteronomy 26:2
2 Samuel 11-16
Haggai 2:7
Haggai 2:19

THP: 
Let go of the apathy you’re holding on to.

Supporting Points (Not Required):
N/A

Application (Call to Action): 
Build God’s temple by signing up to serve!

Red – Scripture
Blue – Personal Story
Green – Prop
THP/Main Points – Bold


Grab the Room (Intro):

By a raise of hands, how many of you are daily to do list people? Or—let me phrase it this way—how many of you like to plan out your day? You wake up in the morning and you immediately think through everything you’ve got to do and where you’ve got to be. Anyone?

I know that’s true for me. I know that’s true for me today, and it was definitely true for me when I was your age.

(Share a day in the life of you as a middle schooler and high schooler, OR use mine as an example.)

To prove it, let me run you through what my typical summer day looked like as a middle schooler and high schooler; let me show you a day in the life of ____.

For middle school, here’s how the average day went…
· 11am – Wake up, scroll through my phone, and eventually shower and brush my teeth.
· Noon – Roll out of bed and cook up a nice, frozen pizza.
· 1pm – Play some video games, watch a TV show or two, or even fall back asleep just because I could.
· 2pm – Text my crush from school.
· 4pm – Hangout with friends. Go for a bike ride. Run around the neighborhood. Do what 12 and 13-year-olds do.
· 6pm – Go to baseball practice. Or if I didn’t have that, play more video games.
· 8pm – Eat dinner with the family.
· 9pm – Shower, and crawl back in bed to scroll through my phone.
· 10pm – Play more video games, watch a movie or two, etc.
· 2am – Finally crash after sneaking up the staircase making sure my parents didn’t hear me up.

My middle schoolers in the room…does this sound familiar?

Now, time for my high schoolers. Here’s what a day in the summer looked like my freshman through senior year…
· 5am – Wake up, brush my teeth, and shower.
· 6am – Basketball practice.
· 8am – Summer school.
· Noon – Eat lunch.
· 1pm – Some sort of practice, or help out with a kid’s camp.
· 4pm – Head home to mow the yard and crank out some chores. Maybe even go to work.
· 6pm – Round two of practices, or maybe even summer ball games.
· 9pm – Eat dinner.
· 10pm – FaceTime the girlfriend.
· 11pm – Scroll through my phone, play a video game or two, or watch a TV show.
· Midnight – Crash. 

High schoolers…can you relate?

I think it’s safe to say that whoever you are, you’re probably pretty busy; you probably have a lot going on throughout your day, throughout your week, and throughout your summer.

Tension (What’s the Struggle):

But can I ask you something? Where is God in all that busyness?

**PAUSE**

Where is God in that schedule?

Now, I’m not looking to shame you for how you spend your time. I’m not looking to make you feel guilty about what you do to have fun and take care of yourself.

But honestly, where is God in all this?

If you’re anything like me, you probably go to bed each night thinking, “I’m going to be better tomorrow. I’m going to put God first! I’m going to put Him at the top of my priority list, I’m going to wake up early to spend some time with Him…” etc.

But then, that alarm clock goes off. And you’re not as motivated; you’re not as excited to get up and get active. You decide to hit snooze. Next thing you know, you’re in a rush to get to wherever you need to be. OR, you just sleep in until you finally decide your phone, Xbox, or TV sounds more interesting.

And by the time you go to bed late at night, you might be wondering, “What happened to my time with God? What happened to prioritizing Him?” To take it a step further, you may even follow that up with an, “Oh well, I guess I’ll try again tomorrow.” When in reality, deep down, you know it won’t happen again tomorrow.

Students, you may catch yourself with good intentions—good intentions to give God your first and to give God your best. But then…life just happens. And the next thing you know, God isn’t first, and He most certainly doesn’t get your best.

You go to bed or even wake up with intention, but then you’re apathetic to what you said you would prioritize. Life runs its course, and you simply lose interest in God. You’re no longer enthusiastic about giving Him your best. Because honestly, video games sound more fun! You HAVE TO be at practice on time. And you most certainly can’t let your boyfriend or girlfriend go to sleep without FaceTiming them! And so, God gets the back-burner.

But students—know this—God wants you to let go of the apathy you’re holding on to. And no one knew this better than the prophet Haggai.




Text (+ Supporting Text):

Now, to give you some context, Haggai was a minor prophet during the era of the return of the Jews from the Babylonian exile. This was around the same time as Nehemiah and Ezra. The city of Jerusalem had been destroyed, along with God’s temple. And so the Jews needed to completely rebuild. And so, all you need to know is that God’s people are working hard to rebuild at this time.

And this is where we pick up in Haggai 1:2-6
2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.’”
3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai:
4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”
5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.
6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

Let’s read verse 2 again…”This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.’” In other words, people were putting off God! They were saying that it wasn’t yet time to rebuild God’s temple. And why wasn’t it time to rebuild God’s temple? Well first, they had to take care of themselves…at least…that’s what they thought.

Let’s go back to verse 6. “You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

You see, the people were working hard. The people were staying busy. They just didn’t follow through on giving God their first and their best; they didn’t follow through with “prioritizing” God. They worried about their own houses and their own things first before worrying about God’s temple in Jerusalem.

And so this is where Haggai really steps in to make a difference. You see, Haggai’s role was to prophesy, but it was also to redirect. His role was to speak God’s truth boldly and confidently to those around him.

Haggai saw that the apathy had crept into the hearts and minds of God’s people when it came to rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem, and so he was ready to be used by God to call it out.

Check this out in Haggai 1:7-9, where it says,
7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.
8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord.
9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house.

You see, God was warning His people through the words of Haggai. “This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.” He even said that same thing back in verse 5!

God wanted the Israelites to realize that their focus and efforts needed to be redirected back to Him. He wanted them to let go of the apathy they were holding on to. He wanted them to realize that He needed to be first in their lives, and rebuilding His temple in Jerusalem was part of that.

“But why?” you might ask. Well, let’s look to a few Old Testament writings from before Haggai’s time. That way, we may gain a better understanding.

Deuteronomy 26:2 says,
…take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the Lord your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name.

Firstfruits. Take some of the firstfruits, and, “then go to the place the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name.” God is to be first priority in our thoughts, actions, and works. And so that means we must give Him our firstfruits; we must give Him our best.

Next, 2 Samuel 7:11-16, which says,
11 “‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you:
12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom.
13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands.
15 But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.
16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me[b]; your throne will be established forever.’”

God basically said to king David, “if you build it, He (Jesus) will come.” And Haggai knew that! Haggai knew the temple needed to be rebuilt, and Haggai knew that in order for that to happen, the Israelites needed to be redirected.
Friends—I think we need to be redirected to! I mean seriously…we all just agreed that we often fall into the same trap!

The people of Israel probably didn’t want to build God’s temple because they might have viewed it as just another thing to do; as just another thing on the to do list. They probably didn’t see it as something that was filling, but rather draining.

And students—know that tonight isn’t about adding to your to do list. That would in fact drain you even more.

What tonight IS about is filling your time with the right things. We all fill our time with all the things; just not necessarily all the right things. So, does what you fill your time with glorify God? Because if and when you do that, He IS filling!

Not sure? Hear what is said in Haggai 2:7…
I will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord Almighty.

Additionally, check out Haggai 2:19…
Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit.
“‘From this day on I will bless you.’”

The Lord wants to fill you; He wants to bless you. That’s a promise. You just have to let Him by putting Him first and giving Him your best.


Application (Call to Action): 

Tonight, let go of the apathy you’re holding on to. Tonight, let the words of Haggai act as a reminder, as a redirection, as an encouragement, and as a charge.

And don’t mishear me on this…what I’m NOT saying is you should just add to your plate; what I’m NOT saying is that you should make yourself busier.

However, what I AM saying is that we should all evaluate 

Friends…Just like God called the Israelites back to Him, He’s calling you back to Him…Just like God called the Israelites to build and serve His temple, God is calling you to build and serve His temple. That’s why something we often say in Northview Students is that servant-leaders change the world! But guess what? The world will never change if you’re not willing to set aside your baggage of apathy and pick up your responsibility and calling to build God’s church.

So are you ready to set aside your apathy? Are you ready to re-prioritize God and fulfill His calling on your life to build the church?

(Signup sheets below. Connect with your campus teams to figure out where your biggest needs are. Then print what you need. Feel free to adjust based on specifics. Be sure to provide pens as well.)

If so, tonight, I want to give you that opportunity. In the back of the room are signup sheets. On them you will see that there are PLENTY of ways in which you can serve God’s church here at Northview! If you see something that you’re interested in, then write your info down, and someone will reach out to you later this week to follow up.

But first…let’s just spend some time in prayer. Because honestly, I don’t want you to commit to something that your heart’s not truly on fire for. I don’t want you to commit to something that you haven’t prayed on.

So, let’s take a few minutes to spread out in the room and pray. And when you’re ready, make your way to the sign up sheet.

**Allow 5 minutes, or however long students need**

Students, that is HUGE! Do you realize what just happened? Many of you just made a commitment to BUILD God’s church through the action of serving! That is something worth celebrating, because you are never more like Jesus than when you serve. So I know and I trust that God is going to do something big in your life because of the commitment you just made!
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Northview Kids


NAME				GRADE		EMAIL				CELL #

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Northview Students 5th & 6th


NAME				GRADE		EMAIL				CELL #

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Guest Services


NAME				GRADE		EMAIL				CELL #

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Worship & Production


NAME				GRADE		EMAIL				CELL #

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Building & Grounds


NAME				GRADE		EMAIL				CELL #

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Local Missions


NAME				GRADE		EMAIL				CELL #

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

