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TAKE-HOME POINT (THP) SCRIPTURE FOCUS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OPENING SMALL GROUP
QUESTIONS ACTIVITIES

OPENING GAME/GROUP TIME
LARGE-GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
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02OPENING GROUP TIME
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LARGE-GROUP SCRIPT
THE MESSAGE

03MESSAGE



THE MESSAGE

MESSAGE 04



CLOSING SMALL GROUP
QUESTIONS ACTIVITIES

CLOSING GROUP TIME

05CLOSING GROUP TIME



PREP NEEDS
GAME SUPPLIES

LARGE-GROUP SUPPLIES

SMALL-GROUP SUPPLIES

STUFF TO PREPARE 06

AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS


	Untitled

	Text Field 1: April 27-28, 2019
	Text Field 2: A Little Bit Dusty - Week 1 - Be A Disciple
	Text Field 3: A disciple is a life-long learner.
	Text Field 4: Romans 12:1
2 Timothy 4:7
	Text Field 5: Campus-Specific Announcements here...

Basic (Suggested) Service Flow

-Hang out and eat - (approx 10 min)
-Stupid Video of the Week (approx 1-2 min)
-Game - "Did They Peep It?" (approx 10 min)
-Opening small group time (approx 5-10 min)
-Worship (approx 15 min)
-Message (approx 15 min)
-Closing small group time (approx 15 min)
	Text Field 6: "Did They Peep It?"

Some people love Peeps, and others...well, they'd rather just microwave them and watch them explode instead of eating them. This game is super simple because all you have to do is figure out whether they actually made the flavor of peeps listed on the screen. A simple yes-no game that can get your entire group of students and leaders involved! The winner should get a Reese's Peanut Butter Egg!
	Text Field 7: • ATTENDANCE & HIGHLIGHTS:  
o Take attendance and allow new people to share their name, their school, and what they like to do. Make them feel welcome! Make sure you write their name on your attendance sheet.


• OPENING QUESTIONS:
o SAY: “Let’s have everyone share one highlight of their week!

o ASK: “How was Easter for you and your family? What did you do? Did you invite anyone to come to church with you?”


• PRAY:  Prepare for worship by praying together as a group. 

	Text Field 8: 
	Text Field 11: Hey everyone! We are starting a brand new series today called “A Little Bit Dusty.” Now, some of you are probably thinking, “What in the world does THAT mean?!” Let me give you a little illustration. In ancient Jewish culture, young men would become disciples of a particular rabbi. The rabbi became their teacher, leader, and mentor. They wanted to be just like their rabbi. There was an old saying that went like this, “May you be covered in the dust of your rabbi.” Since they lived in the Middle East and it was an arid, desert-like climate, their sandals would kick up dust when they walked. Disciples wanted to follow their rabbi so closely that they would be covered in the dust from his sandals. 

Now, they didn’t just mean literal dust when they were walking, but that’s the metaphor or illustration. They would try to live their lives by following the rabbi’s example: the way he loved God, loved others, knew the Scriptures, prayed, etc. Make a little more sense now? :-)  Ok good!

The Bible describes followers of Jesus as disciples. We know from Scripture that Jesus had 12 disciples who were very close to him, but anyone who has put their faith and trust in Jesus can also become a disciple. Since we’re going to be jumping into this new series, we should probably define what disciple is before we move on!

Let’s define it with our THP: A disciple is a life-long learner.

Put it this way…if you really look up to someone or are really passionate about something (music, sports, dance, 4-H, art, etc.) you want to learn! You want to get better or more knowledgeable in that area. You may even want to become just like a particular person who, in your mind, is the BEST at what they do.

(Leaders Note: Share a quick story of something you were really passionate about as a kid and maybe someone you really looked up to who was the best in that area.)

I think it’s really cool to see someone who is really passionate about something – and just as passionate about improving and getting better. It reminds me of a kid named Miguel Watch this!

(Leaders Note: Show “Coco” Message Video)

I love Miguel’s passion to become a great musician. He spent hours playing guitar even though his family isn’t all that interested in him doing that. If you want to find out more about that, rent the movie or watch it on Netflix because I’m not giving you any spoilers!

One of the coolest things about Jesus is that in spite of the fact that he knew we were sinful and imperfect…that we would always fall short…he still believed in his disciples. As followers of Jesus, we want to be passionate about Jesus! We want to be like Jesus! We want to learn more about him! We want even our failures/sins/mess-ups to push us closer to him! Most of all, Jesus wants to help us do that. We don’t have to do it on our own.
	Text Field 13: There’s a really cool verse in the New Testament in the book of Romans where the writer, Paul, gives us a good idea of what a disciple of Jesus might look like. Check out Romans 12:1 – “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.”

This verse is telling us to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. While this does mean your physical body, we usually think of the word “sacrifice” as meaning “death.” In this verse, it says living sacrifice and I think Paul is telling us to offer our whole bodies and live for God and obey Him. Our bodies include our minds, our hearts, our mouths, our hands, our feet…everything!

Since a disciple is a life-long learner, he or she will always be looking to learn how to be a living sacrifice; never stopping and always striving to be more like the person they look up to, which, in this case, is Jesus! By the way, that will also include learning from our sins or mistakes…and that’s ok! The author of the book of Romans, Paul, was just like this.

He was killing Christians and then he ended up becoming one when Jesus appeared on the road when he was traveling. After that, Paul never stopped being a disciple; he was always learning and always getting closer to God…through the good and the bad. Then, he started helping younger people, like a guy named Timothy, grow in their relationship with God. He kept being a disciple and then helped OTHERS become disciples. That’s what I want you guys to be: life-long learners/disciples of Christ!

Check out what Paul tells Timothy at the end of his life in 2 Timothy 4:7 – “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” When we get to the end of our lives, we should feel as though we fought hard to do our very best to follow God. There will be ups and downs, and we won’t be able to do it by ourselves…ONLY with God’s help.

I know that for many of you, there is a definitely a desire to get close to God. As leaders, we want to come alongside you and help you! There will be days when you will love being a Christian; there will be days when you will NOT want to be a Christian. The Bible says we will go through hard times, but God will always be with us! In fact, Jesus is our mentor/leader/rabbi. May you get “a little dusty” because you are being covered by the dust of Jesus’ life: the way He loved God, loved others, prayed, thought, his attitudes…everything!

Let’s commit to being life-long learners like our THP says. Let’s grow close to God together as disciples and “get a little bit dusty”! Let’s pray before we head into our group discussions!

	Text Field 9: Leaders Note: Make sure to have some Bibles for your group to use!


ASK: “What was the THP today and why was it important to the message?”


ASK: “What is something you are really passionate about? Do you have someone that you aspire to be like?”


SAY: “During the message today, we talked about a verse from the New Testament in Romans 12:1 and what it means to be a “living sacrifice.” Let’s read that together as a group.”

     “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and
     sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
     your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
     pleasing to God—this is your true and
     proper worship.”

ASK: “Based on that verse and the message today, how would you define the phrase “living sacrifice?”


ASK: “What are some steps you can take as a 5th or a 6th grade student to be a disciple and life-long learner about Jesus? How could this be challenging for you?”


ASK: “How will the THP help you to live differently this week? Be specific.”


ASK: “How can this group pray for you this week?”


	Text Field 10: Encourage your students to sign up for Never2Young! This is the last week to sign up! After your group is finished with your discussion, close in prayer together. 
	Text Field 15: "Did They Peep It?" game slides
	Text Field 16: Stupid Video of the Week

"Coco" message video clip

Series graphic on TV or projection screen

Message slides
	Text Field 17: 1 or 2 Bibles for each table/group
	Text Field 18: Pro Presenter or Power Point
TV or projector/screen


