
5th/6th grade

DATE(S) SERIES AND LESSON TITLE

TAKE-HOME POINT (THP) SCRIPTURE FOCUS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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OPENING SMALL GROUP
QUESTIONS ACTIVITIES

OPENING GAME/GROUP TIME
LARGE-GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
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02OPENING GROUP TIME
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LARGE-GROUP SCRIPT
THE MESSAGE
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THE MESSAGE

MESSAGE 04
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CLOSING SMALL GROUP
QUESTIONS ACTIVITIES

CLOSING GROUP TIME

05CLOSING GROUP TIME



PREP NEEDS
GAME SUPPLIES

LARGE-GROUP SUPPLIES

SMALL-GROUP SUPPLIES

STUFF TO PREPARE 06

AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS


	Untitled

	Text Field 1: August 12-13, 2017
	Text Field 2: Journey - Week 1 (Large Group)
	Text Field 3: We all want to belong!
	Text Field 4: Proverbs 27:17; 13:20
Acts 2:42-47
Romans 12:2

	Text Field 5: Campus-Specific Announcements here...

Basic (Suggested) Service Flow

-Hang out and eat - (approx 10 min)
-Stupid Video of the Week (approx 1-2 min)
-Game - "Maze Craze" (approx 10 min)
-Opening small group time (approx 5-10 min)
-Worship (approx 15 min)
-Message (approx 15 min)
-Closing small group time (approx 15 min)
	Text Field 6: "Maze Craze" - A large group game that is video-based. Each video shows a maze and you have to decide which colored dot can make it to the middle without getting blocked. You only have 10 seconds to study the maze. After the 10 seconds is finished, students/leaders move quickly to the corresponding corner of the room that matches the color they choose. There are 4 separate colors attached in a PDF file in Google Drive that you can print out and post in the room (or have leaders hold up). It's a process of elimination; pick the right one, you're still alive...pick the wrong one and you're out! The last few people standing at the end are the winners!
	Text Field 7: • ATTENDANCE & HIGHLIGHTS:  
o Take attendance and allow new people to share their name, their school, and what they like to do. Make them feel welcome! Make sure you write their name on your attendance sheet.


• OPENING QUESTIONS:
o SAY: “Let’s have everyone share one highlight of their week!”
o ASK: “Would you rather live in the mountains or live by the ocean? Why?”


• PRAY:  Prepare for worship by praying as a group. 


	Text Field 8: 
	Text Field 11: What’s up everyone?! We are going to kick off this school year by starting a new series called Journey. We’re going to be talking about 4 essential components that are necessary for this journey called “life.” We will take it one step further and say that these are the necessary things in being a Christian and following Jesus Christ.

Now, just by a show of hands, who has ever been part of a huge crowd before? Like a concert, sporting event, school function? It’s pretty cool to be part of something where hundreds or even thousands of people are there. Check out some of the largest crowd gatherings ever assembled…

-300 participants from the Wat Lam Nao School in Bangkok, Thailand set the record for most people skipping the same rope on January 11, 2016.
- 214 participants set the record for most people inside a soap bubble in Prague on March 1, 2014.
-One time, singer, Rod Stewart, held a concert in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. How many people were in attendance? 3.5 MILLION!!

In every single one of these gatherings, each person played a part just by being there. They were all a part of something bigger than themselves. I think this video will help you understand a little better…

(Leaders Note: Show “Human Chain in Riptide” message video)

Without one of those people involved in the rescue, it may not have worked. Every single person was needed and played a role. 

A community can be simply defined as a group of people with a common interest. Each one of you is part of a community. In each community there is something that is in the middle of that community: a common bond. For some of you your community may be centered around a video game or video game system. You have a community. Others of you have a community around a sport, or a TV show, or for some of you girls you have a community that has a common interest of boys. Communities can be good and bad. Communities can be positive or negative. 

(Leaders Note: Insert story about a negative community you were a part of. If you can’t think of a negative one that you can share, focus on a positive one.)

Guys…that was the opposite kind of community we are talking about today. Yes, we learned something from that community, but it wasn’t what God wants us to learn in our communities. We are supposed to have a positive community.

For the next 4 weeks we are doing this series called Journey. We are going to talk about four important relationships that you need to take with you on your journey toward God. I don’t know where you are at on your journey. Some of you came here today and you don’t expect to learn anything because you’ve been a Christian forever. Others of you came today and this is your first time ever in a church. Truthfully, I’m glad you’re all here. We are all on a journey and we all need relationships to help us on our journey. God didn’t create you or me to live our lives alone…He made us relational. If you look at the book of Genesis in the Bible, God sees Adam all by himself and says, it’s not good for this man to be alone so he created Eve to live with him. Guys…we are supposed to live in community with each other so that we can help each other, entertain each other, and answer each other’s questions. Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” You see God created us to live with other people so we could sharpen and help them out.  

Remember how I said last week that every message would have a THP? Well, THP stands for Take Home Point…this will be the focus of the whole message. Here it is! THP: We all want to belong!

The Bible also says in Proverbs 13:20, “He who talks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools will suffer harm.”  If we have a community of wise Christians around us, then we will grow wiser, but if we surround ourselves always with negative things, when we’re going to get into trouble right.  So what does a positive community look like? In the Bible it tells us about a community that really focused on Jesus as the center of their community.

In Acts 2:42-47, “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”
	Text Field 13: The Bible tells us these people lived together in this community and because of it they were filled with joy. No one had a great need because they helped each other out, they grew in their faith, and they were blessed by miracles. Some amazing stuff happened! The truth is, God designed us to live in a community where that happens; we just have to become part of that. Once these people were in their group together, their lives were forever changed; they were forever bonded together. 

For these people of the early church, they didn’t see it as a church service; it was a family. We are one big family here on Sunday morning and this is a place you can call “home”! Guys, that is why we meet in this large group setting every week. You need the person on your left and right to help you grow deeper in your relationship with Jesus.  We are all on a journey and we can’t do it alone. We all need a place to call home. I want to wrap up our message by giving you three reasons you need to be here every week in our youth group.

It will help keep you grounded.  
The truth is, we live in a difficult world with a lot of different pressures.  We have pressure to fit in with those around us all the time. And truthfully, it’s very easy to start to blend in and act like those around you.  

(Leaders Note: Share a story of a time you started to conform to those around you) 

It’s easy for any of us to conform like I did. However, the Bible is very clear about making sure we don’t give into the temptations of the world. In the New Testament, there’s a verse that talks about this: Romans 12:2 – “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Being here every week will help ground you. I believe this community is an essential relationship for you to take on your spiritual journey because this is place you will be surrounded by truth. You will hear the truth of God’s word spoken. You will find friends that will help point you to toward God’s truth and you will have adult leaders that will love you and help you see how God wants to use you.  So…being here will keep you grounded.

It will help you refocus your priorities.
I often hear students that say they couldn’t come to large group because they needed to do their homework or they had soccer practice or they just wanted to sleep in! Now, there is nothing wrong with doing homework, playing sports or even sleeping in…unless you are making them a priority over your relationship with God. You need to be here because you need to prioritize growing in your relationship with God. That means you need to do your homework earlier in the weekend so you don’t have to miss. That means you need to put God over your sports and do everything possible to be here every week and not at another practice. You need to be here because it helps you keep your relationship with God in its proper place.  You might say, “I can keep God the most important thing in my life and not be here on Sunday morning.” That is true…you can. However, if you can’t make church attendance a priority over your sports, homework, or social life, you are most likely not able to make God a priority over those things either.

We need you.
Whether you realize it or not, God created you uniquely and you add so much to our community. This youth group is not about a building; it’s about the people. When you aren’t here, we’re missing what you bring to the group. You can add perspective that will help bring someone closer to the Lord. You can bring encouragement to someone that is hurting. You can show love to someone that desperately needs it. I already shared with you Proverbs 27:17: “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” You can be that person that sharpens someone else and helps them grow in their relationship with God and we need you here to do that.

If you don’t remember anything else I said this morning, I want you to remember our THP: We all want to belong. After your small group discussion here in a little bit, I want you to go and meet three people (in your small group or another group) that you may have never met and tell them that you are so glad they are here. Let’s pray!
	Text Field 9: Leaders Note: Make sure to have some Bibles for your group to use!

ASK: “What was the THP today and why was it important to the message?”

SAY/ASK: “Today, __________ (insert person’s name who taught) told us three reasons why it’s important to be a part of 5th/6th grade on Sunday mornings. Who can remember one of those reasons? Or all three? Why is that reason important?”

SAY/ASK: “Now, just going to church doesn’t make you a Christian…however, we know it’s very important. What are some reasons that people come to church? (They could be good or bad reasons!) What is the main reason for you?”

SAY: “During our weekly group discussion time, we will read some verses from the Bible. It might be one you’ve read before or it might be a new one! When we do that, we will be doing something called SOAP. SOAP stands for (Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer) and it’s a way of reading/studying the Bible. Here’s how it works:

     SCRIPTURE—Read the passage of Scripture out
     loud twice
     OBSERVATION—Take some time to say or write
     down some words or phrases that stick out to
     you or you find interesting (or confusing). Write
     down questions if there are some things that are
     hard to understand.
     APPLICATION—Think about how this Bible
     verse applies to your everyday life and how it
     can help you.
     PRAYER—Pray at the end of your discussion
     (just like normal!). Pray that God would help you
     apply what you’ve learned and to keep
     learning/persevering when you mess up!

SAY: “Here’s the Bible verse for today: Romans 12:2. Follow the SOAP method!”

     “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but
     be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
     Then you will be able to test and approve what
     God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
     will.”

ASK: “How can this group pray for you this week?”
	Text Field 10: No closing activity this week! Once your group discussion is over, close your group in prayer!
	Text Field 15: "Poser" video for the game
	Text Field 16: Stupid Video of the Week

"Human Chain in Riptide" message video

Message slides
	Text Field 17: 1 or 2 Bibles for each table/group

Pens and SOAP sheets (optional)
	Text Field 18: Pro Presenter or Power Point
TV or projector/screen


