[bookmark: _GoBack]Worship—Week 2 (Awe)
2/11/17 – 2/12/17

I want everyone to close their eyes and think of the most beautiful or awesome picture of scenery that you have ever seen. Try to picture it in your mind exactly as you remember it. Maybe it’s a picture of huge mountain off in the distance. Maybe it’s a peaceful evening as you watch the sunset over the ocean.  Maybe it’s a vast field out in the country. Whatever it is….I want you to picture it in your mind.

As Christians, we believe that God is many things, but one of the most important roles that God plays is that He is a Creator. He is the author of creativity and Christians believe that God had the most important and direct role in creating our entire universe; the galaxies, planets, stars, our world, and even the first human being.

When you looked at this particular scenery, did you stop and think, “How did this become so awesome? How did this happen? Who made this?” I remember one time in my life where I was completely in awe of God’s creation.

(Leaders Note: Share a story/illustration of when you were “in awe” of something.)

Today, we are starting a brand new series on worship and we are going to be talking more in-depth about what it means to worship God. We are going to use the Bible as a resource to help us recognize how we can begin to genuinely worship God with our whole life. One of those ways is to simply take time and reflect on how amazing, great, incredible God is!

THP: Our awesome God is in complete control!

There’s one particular story in the Old Testament where a young guy had an AWESOME moment and his own “scenery” moment. His name was Isaiah and he was a prophet that God chose to give a message to group of people living in Judah and Jerusalem. His story starts in the OT book of Isaiah in chapter 6.

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
Isaiah has an incredible experience with God! He sees massive angels…these superhuman heavenly beings. It shakes him up so much that he crumples up on the ground and says, “Woe is me!” He doesn’t even feel worthy to be in the presence of an angel…let alone God. This had to be the craziest experience of his life!

Think about it this way: each of you are sitting in a chair right now, correct? Ok, did you know that you are actually moving at 1,070 mph as we speak? That’s how fast the earth is rotating. Look at this video! [SHOW “EARTH SUN MOON” VIDEO] Not only is the earth rotating, but the earth is also going around in a big circle around the sun. At the same time the earth is rotating and orbiting the sun, the moon is also going around in a circle around the earth.

ALL OF THIS IS HAPPENING AND YET NOTHING IS BUMPING INTO ONE ANOTHER!!!

Maybe this video can help illustrate my point even further…

(Leaders Note: Show “The Awe Factor of God” video)

Let me ask you something…does this blow your mind? I mean, seriously. All of that is happening, and yet here we are sitting in a building in the middle of Indiana…a MERE SPECK in the universe. We can barely be responsible enough to do our homework on time!

However, God is managing all of that stuff and He still cares about every single detail of your life. If God can keep the universe and all of the galaxies completely in order, don’t you think you can trust him with the challenges in your life? 

This great big God, who COULD choose to not bother with us…he could just stay somewhere far away from humanity…you know what he did instead? He sent His only Son: Jesus Christ, God in human form. GOD IN THE FLESH! He did it so that he could identify with us…just so we could get a small glimpse of who He was.

Colossians 1:15-17 says this:

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

God is completely devoted to us…even the smallest and seemingly most insignificant parts of our life. Yet, we reduce him to simply “attending church” or “going to youth group” or just saying “I believe in God.”

If we can trust Him to hold “all things together,” then surely we can trust Him with our life.

THP: Our awesome God is in complete control! Let’s pray!
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